History of Orléans in a Nutshell
Note : La version française est disponible sur le site web de la
SFOPHO : www.sfopho.com sous Histoire d’Orléans en bref.
It was in the 1830s that the earliest pioneers arrived in the Orléans
are. Amongst the first Francophones were the Dupuis, Besserer,
Major, Duford and Vézina families. A few English-speaking families
also made Orléans their home from the very beginning, such as the
Kennys and the McNeelys. In 1880, the parish was made up of 43
Anglophone families and 131 Francophone families.

Historical Plaques

In 1858, Luc Major registered the first subdivision plan (Lots 1 and 2)
in the County of Carleton, for Gloucester Township, thereby creating
the Village of St. Joseph (Orléans). In 1859, François Dupuis also
registered his plan (Lot 3) including St. John (St-Jean), Dupuis
(Dessere), and Scott Streets (St-Charles), the latter named after his
wife (Mary) Scott.

François Dupuis, a veteran of the War of 1812, settled in the 1830s with
his family in the area known today as Orléans. He built a log cabin, which
became his house. In the 1950s and until she died in 1983, Éva Dupuis, a
descendant, lived in this house without water and electricity. In 1984, the
house was moved to the Cumberland Heritage Village Museum.

In 1860, Father Alphonse-Marius Chaîne was appointed resident
priest of the new Saint-Joseph d’Orléans parish, founded in October
of the same year.
In 1885, the first church opened its doors.

First Church (1885)

The year 2013 marked the 400th
anniversary of Champlain’s voyage
through the Ottawa area. It also signaled
the 400th anniversary of the arrival of the
first Francophones in the region. To
celebrate these anniversaries and the
heritage of Orléans, SFOPHO, in
collaboration with its organizational
partners
including
the
Business
Improvement Association of the Heart of
Orléans, had 34 historical plaques
installed along St. Joseph Boulevard.
These bilingual plaques - that also
include pictures from those bygone days describe life as it was lived in the 1950s –
cultural, economic, social and agricultural
– via stories of a number of business
establishments and homes that were
there on the Boulevard during that era.
Each of these 34 locations depicts its
unique story, in character with the period.
The main purpose of these historical
plaques - whose content can also be
found in a bilingual booklet titled “Orléans
1950-1960” - is to promote Orléans’
heritage to both Francophones and
Anglophones, to the young and old, to
Orléans natives and newcomers, as well
as to tourists. With the help of these
visible and easily accessible plaques, our
wish is for our heritage to be celebrated
and be a part of the cultural and
economic revitalization of the Heart of
Orléans. More historical plaques could be
added in the future.

In 1922, a second church - the current one - replaced the first. The parish
priest was Mgr. Hilaire Chartrand.

The second church was built between 1917 and 1922 under
the watchful eye of Mgr. Chartrand.

In the same year a Police Village was formed; it was a Council consisting
of three volunteers elected to preserve peace, health and public safety. At
that time, the village was part of Gloucester Township, which in turn was
part of Carleton County. However, some parishioners lived in Cumberland
Township, East of Champlain Street, the dividing line between the two
Townships. That is where the western part of Place d’Orléans stands
today.
In 1930, the Police Village borrowed $3,800.00 to build a sidewalk from
Champlain Street to Cousineau Street.

St. Joseph Boulevard in 1948

In 1946, a fire brigade was formed.
In 1957, at the request of the Police Village, street name changes in the
land registry of Carleton County were approved. For example, Ottawa St.
became “boul. St. Joseph Blvd.” and St. John Street became “rue St-Jean
St.”

In 1960, Saint-Joseph Parish celebrated its 100th anniversary. The same
year, a zoning plan for the village was approved (By-law No. 26). However, a
request to incorporate the village was rejected by the Ontario Municipal Affairs
Commission.

1960 marked the 100th anniversary of the Parish.

In 1967, the municipal water system was developed.
In 1969, a new upper-tier level of municipal government was created. The
new Regional Municipality of Ottawa-Carleton consisted of the former
Carleton and Russell counties, thereby absorbing Gloucester and
Cumberland townships.
In 1970, the Grey Nuns of the Cross (Sisters of Charity of Ottawa) sold a
portion of their land to Costain, a housing developer.
In 1974, the Regional Municipality of Ottawa-Carleton abolished the Police
Village. Thus, Orléans lost control of its development and found itself divided
on either side of the Gloucester/Cumberland boundary.
In 1981, the Township of Gloucester became a city: Orléans was then partcity (Gloucester), part-township (Cumberland).
In 2001, Orléans was amalgamated into the City of Ottawa, becoming Urban
sub-area No. 16 (now No. 15).
In 2010, Orléans celebrated its 150th anniversary.
Today, in 2017, Orléans has a population exceeding 119,000 (2011 Census),
of which more than 52% declare knowing both French and English. The urban
area of Orléans boasts public, commercial, cultural, religious, school and
institutional infrastructures. Now a city within a city, Orléans still thrives!

